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APPRECIATING AMERICAN ALLY 

CZECH REPUBLIC 

HON. JOE WILSON 
OF SOUTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, March 8, 2023 

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr. Speaker 
as the incoming chairman of the Helsinki 
Commission Organization of Security and Co-
operation in Europe, I was grateful for the del-
egation led by out-going Chairman STEVE 
COHEN as a bi-partisan delegation to Prague, 
Czech Republic. 

Welcomed by U.S. Embassy Senior Officer 
Grant Morrow the delegation met Prime Min-
ister Peter Fiala learning the Czech Republic 
was among the first to send defensive weap-
ons to Ukraine to stop war criminal Putin. 
While meeting with Foreign Minister Jan 
Lipavsky there was gratitude for the Czech 
Republic being a determined friend of Taiwan 
enduring opposition from the Chinese Com-
munist Party. 

America is represented by dynamic Ambas-
sador Bijan Sabet and his wife Lauren. His 
unique Iranian-Korean heritage is a tribute to 
success in America. A visit to Radio Free Eu-
rope/Radio Liberty was inspiring to meet jour-
nalists bringing truth to people oppressed in 
Europe and Asia, which had been so success-
ful for Cold War victory liberating dozens of 
countries from communism. 

The progress of the Czech Republic was 
underscored by Delegation Member LLOYD 
DOGGETT who toured Communist Czecho-
slovakia in 1986. He explained Prague then 
was drab, sad, and depressing in contrast to 
now a vibrant, capitalist modern capital. It is 
amazing that the Czech Republic and Slovakia 
are examples of post-communist opportunity 
for all families to achieve to the highest of 
their abilities. 

The Czech Republic is a valued American 
ally as democracies with Rule of Law confront 
authoritarians with Rule of Gun. 

f 

SUPPORTING INCREASED FUNDING 
FOR TRIPLE-NEGATIVE BREAST 
CANCER SCREENING 

HON. LUCY McBATH 
OF GEORGIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, March 8, 2023 

Mrs. MCBATH. Mr. Speaker, today, I rise in 
support of increased funding for screening and 
treatment of triple negative breast cancer. As 
both a mother and a two-time breast cancer 
survivor, this work is very personal to me. 

Twice, I learned from my doctor that I had 
cancer. Twice, I went through a rigorous treat-
ment plan. Twice, I’ve been fortunate enough 
to call myself a survivor. And I thank God be-
cause I am one of the lucky ones. I had ac-
cess to great health insurance. I was blessed 
to have a health insurance plan and receive 
top-notch care. At no point was I forced to 
wonder if I could afford my treatment. I was 
able to focus on the strength of my family, the 
grace of God, and my battle with cancer. 

However, women with triple-negative breast 
cancer often face a worse prognosis and lim-
ited treatment options. This is why we need to 
increase funding for screening and treatment 

of this disease. We need to find better ways 
to detect it early and to develop new treat-
ments that will give women with triple-negative 
breast cancer a fighting chance. 

But funding for research is not enough. We 
also need to ensure equity and access to 
treatment for all women with breast cancer, re-
gardless of their race, ethnicity, or socio-
economic status. Women from marginalized 
communities often face barriers to accessing 
care, and we must work to break down those 
barriers. 

No woman should have to fight breast can-
cer alone, and no woman should be denied 
the care she needs because of where she 
comes from or how much money she makes. 
We must come together as a community to 
ensure that all women have access to the 
care and treatment they need. 

I urge my fellow lawmakers to join me in 
supporting increased funding for triple-nega-
tive breast cancer screening and ensuring eq-
uity and access to care for all women with 
breast cancer. Together, we can make a dif-
ference and save lives. 

f 

HONORING THE HONORABLE MAS-
TER SERGEANT GEORGE D. 
CATHIE 

HON. DONALD NORCROSS 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, March 8, 2023 

Mr. NORCROSS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to honor and commend Winslow Township 
resident The Honorable Master Sergeant 
George D. Cathie Winslow Town Hall Hon-
oree. 

Originally born in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, 
Master Sergeant George D. Cathie has re-
sided in Sicklerville, New Jersey for more than 
forty years. A veteran of the United States 
Army, he served 24 years total; 6 years of ac-
tive duty from 1961 to 1967 followed by 18 
years of active reserve. Over the span of 27 
years Master Sergeant George D. Cathie 
worked for Philadelphia Gas Works stepping 
into different roles such as a Gas Maker, 
Foreman Worker, Forman Gas Supply, and 
Shift Superintendent. 

Master Sergeant George D. Cathie served 
in Vietnam for 6 years and was in the first unit 
to encounter combat in Vietnam, known as the 
Big Red One. He served as a First Sergeant 
of the Intelligence and Surveillance Company 
of the Military Intelligence Battalion. He was 
honorably discharged after reaching the rank 
of Master Sergeant or E–8 and during his ac-
tive duty service he was stationed at Fort 
Riley Kansas, Fort Bragg and Fort Dix. During 
his final 18 years of active reserve, he was 
stationed at Camp Pedricktown Army Air De-
fense Command Post. 

Master Sergeant George D. Cathie was a 
recipient of fifteen medals and ribbons during 
his time in the Army, including the Army Serv-
ice Ribbon, the Combat Infantryman’s Badge, 
the Vietnam Campaign Medal, and the Na-
tional Defense Ribbon and many more 
throughout his years of service. 

During his time in the service Master Ser-
geant George D. Cathie received specialized 
training as a Licensed Radio Telephone Oper-
ator, Second Class. In 1995 he began the 
Electronics Service Technician Certification 

program at Lincoln Technical Institute in Penn-
sauken Township, New Jersey from and com-
pleted in 1996. Master Sergeant George D. 
Cathie also earned an Associates Degree of 
Science at the University of New York, as well 
as Camden County College. 

Today, Master Sergeant George D. Cathie 
is an active member of Sergeant Ron Stewart 
VFW Post No. 303 and resides in Winslow 
Township, New Jersey with his wife Cas-
sandra Cathie. He is the father of 3 children, 
Kimberly Cathie-Williamson who served 7 
years in the United States Army; George D. 
Cathie Jr. who served 4 years in United States 
Marine Corps; and Tracy Land. He has been 
heavily impacted by his brother Gerald who 
served 4 years in the United States Navy as 
well as his grandchildren Jarrel, Brandy, 
Danielle, Chantel and Marcel; Jarrel also hav-
ing served in the United States Army for 2 
years. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask you to join me in hon-
oring and commending Master Sergeant 
George D. Cathie of Winslow Township, New 
Jersey, a resident dedicated to his family, 
community, country, and those who have 
bravely served and protected the United 
States of America. 

f 

RECOGNIZING MICHAEL TERCH 

HON. RASHIDA TLAIB 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, March 8, 2023 

Ms. TLAIB. Mr. Speaker, today I want to 
recognize Lieutenant Michael Terch for his 25 
years of service with the Garden City Fire De-
partment in Michigan’s 12th District Strong. 

Lieutenant Terch began his career with Gar-
den City in 1998 when he split his time work-
ing for multiple municipal fire departments until 
he joined the Garden City Fire Department as 
a full-time firefighter and paramedic. Lieuten-
ant Terch was promoted to Engineer in 2012 
and to Lieutenant in 2019. In 2020 he com-
pleted the EMS Fire Staff and Command 
class. 

In addition to his service to the public, Lieu-
tenant Terch served on the IAFF Local 1911 
Union board in many roles over the years. He 
has served as a trustee, secretary, and 9 
years as the union president having been 
elected twice. He is the founding member of 
the union’s charity golf outing that ran suc-
cessfully for 17 years and has been involved 
with the IAFF MDA’s Fill the Boot charity 
event. 

Please join me in recognizing Lieutenant Mi-
chael Terch for his 25 years of outstanding 
service to the people of Garden City in Michi-
gan’s 12th District Strong as we wish him well 
on his next endeavor. 

f 

HONORING THE DEPARTURE OF 
AMBASSADOR ARTHUR SINODINOS 

HON. JOE COURTNEY 
OF CONNECTICUT 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, March 8, 2023 

Mr. COURTNEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to honor the occasion of the departure of a 
true friend to the United States, the Honorable 
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Australian Ambassador Arthur Sinodinos. On 
March 18, 2023, Mr. Sinodinos is to step down 
as Australian Ambassador to the United 
States after more than three years of service 
in this role. He has been an extraordinary pub-
lic servant who has strengthened the bridge 
between the United States and our Indo-Pa-
cific ally through 2 U.S. administrations and a 
global pandemic. 

Mr. Sinodinos history in public service ex-
tends far beyond his time as Australian Am-
bassador. Upon his graduation from the Uni-
versity of New Castle in 1979, he immediately 
picked up work in the federal civil service of 
the Albanese government, transitioning be-
tween rising roles in both the Department of 
Finance and Treasury. Throughout these 
years, Mr. Sinodinos had proven his skill in 
both policy and process, and he ultimately 
joined the Howard Administration as Chief of 
Staff upon Prime Minister John Howard’s elec-
tion in 1996. Notably, Mr. Sinodinos worked as 
the senior advisor to the leader of Australia’s 
Liberal Party near through to the conclusion of 
Prime Minister Howard’s tenure, leaving the 
government in 2006. 

After a brief stint in the private sector, Mr. 
Sinodinos joined the Australian Senate in 
2011, representing his home state of New 
South Wales. He earned reelection to the 
Senate in 2013, and worked in several cabinet 
positions throughout this tenure of public serv-
ice including Minister of Industry, Innovation 
and Science. Though he was one of the 
stronger voices in the Liberal Party, Mr. 
Sinodinos maintained a respected reputation 
across both sides of the aisle until his time in 
the Senate ended in 2019. 

That brings us to 2020, Mr. Speaker, when 
Mr. Sinodinos was appointed to the position of 
Australian Ambassador. With more than 4 
decades of experience advancing the interests 
of the Australian people, a more suitable per-
son could not have been chosen to strengthen 
the already immense partnership formed be-
tween our 2 democratic nations. 

As co-chair of the Friends of Australia Cau-
cus, Chairman and more recently Ranking 
Member of the Seapower and Projection 
Forces Subcommittee, I have had the oppor-
tunity to work closely with Ambassador 
Sinodinos on a number of bilateral priorities, 
including leading a bipartisan group of mem-
bers to advocate for closer digital trade part-
nerships between the United States and Aus-
tralia. 

Our degree of coordination exploded into a 
new era in 2021, with the joint announcement 
of the Australia-United Kingdom-United States 
(AUKUS) alliance, geared toward ensuring se-
curity and the rule of law in the Indo-Pacific 
region. Upon the formation of this alliance, 
here in Congress we also established the bi-
partisan AUKUS Working Group to highlight 
legislative opportunities that will prioritize the 
efficacy of the alignment. Ambassador 
Sinodinos has been a tenacious advocate 
throughout each of our endeavors together, 
and was tremendous in supporting our legisla-
tive priorities on AUKUS including the first 
ever legislative action to allow Australian sub-
mariners to attend Nuclear Power School in 
the United States. 

Mr. Speaker, Ambassador Sinodinos’ pres-
ence in the United States has been a testa-
ment to the unique bond between our nation 
and Australia. It will be absolutely critical that 
those who follow in his footsteps engage with 

the same degree of sincerity and hard work. 
As Mr. Sinodinos, his wife, Elizabeth, and their 
three children embark on the next chapter of 
their lives, I ask that my colleagues in the 
House join me in thanking them for their long 
line of service. 

f 

HONORING KEENAN DARNELL AN-
DERSON, A LIFE LOST TOO SOON 

HON. SYDNEY KAMLAGER-DOVE 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, March 8, 2023 

Ms. KAMLAGER-DOVE. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
to recognize the life of Keenan Darnell Ander-
son. Mr. Anderson was a father, a life partner 
to his fiancée, a teacher, and a proud 
Angeleno. Mr. Anderson was taken from us 
earlier this year by the brutality and violence 
of the LAPD. Today, we stand here to honor 
Mr. Anderson’s life, legacy, and contributions 
to his family and his city. 

Mr. Anderson grew up in Los Angeles and 
from a young age, demonstrated his commit-
ment to his family across Southern California. 
He was known as the ‘‘life of the party,’’ al-
ways livening up family cookouts and picnics. 
Mr. Anderson was a linchpin of his close-knit 
family. From the time that he was young, Mr. 
Anderson knew he wanted to dedicate his life 
to helping others. In college, he focused this 
dedication on a career in law enforcement, 
double majoring in criminal justice and soci-
ology. Later, he translated this desire to do 
good for the world into educating, earning a 
graduate degree in education. 

Mr. Anderson’s passion for teaching led him 
to dedicate his career to educating his com-
munity’s youth. As a teacher, he taught 
English to juniors and seniors in high school 
and even chaired the English department. Mr. 
Anderson was also invested in the creativity of 
his students, teaching drama classes that 
served as an introduction to the arts to many 
Angeleno youth. He was also a charismatic 
member of his church where he led family 
game nights and injected his infectious energy 
and enthusiasm. 

At the time of his untimely death, Mr. Ander-
son had just moved to Washington, D.C. to 
teach at Digital Pioneers Academy. Wash-
ington, D.C. will forever miss out on the con-
tributions, energy, and inspiration he could 
have brought to the young people here. 

Washington, D.C. students are not the only 
ones that will forever miss Mr. Anderson. He 
is survived by his fiancée, Domonique, to 
whom he was deeply devoted, and his 5 year- 
old son, Syncere. Mr. Anderson doted on his 
son, proud to be a father and proud to have 
his son by side. Mr. Anderson’s wrongful mur-
der robbed Syncere of years with his father. 
On February 7, 2023, Domonique joined me 
as my guest at the State of the Union, where 
we continued to highlight the unjust and tragic 
death of this doting and dedicated father, part-
ner, friend, educator, and member of my com-
munity. 

Today, we should be celebrating Mr. Ander-
son’s great achievements as a father and a 
teacher, and the strength and resilience he im-
bued in his communities. Instead, we must 
confront the tragedy of his murder at the 
hands of the LAPD. 

Mr. Speaker, this commemoration of the life 
of Keenan Anderson, a life gone too soon, 

adds yet another name to America’s tainted 
legacy of violence against the Black commu-
nity at the hands of individuals charged with 
protecting and serving. I honor the memory of 
Mr. Anderson and commit to working to elimi-
nate the inhumane violence and brutality that 
took him from us too soon. 

f 

HONORING AND CELEBRATING DR. 
ANTONIA PANTOJA 

HON. NYDIA M. VELÁZQUEZ 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, March 8, 2023 

Ms. VELÁZQUEZ. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
on International’s Women Day to honor and 
celebrate in memoriam Dr. Antonia Pantoja, a 
Puerto Rican educator, social worker, orga-
nizer, prolific author, and resilient social justice 
activist. Her contributions to the Puerto Rican 
community and American society are immeas-
urable. 

From a humble upbringing on the outskirts 
of San Juan, Barrio Obrero, Puerto Rico—Dr. 
Pantoja emerged as one of the most vocal 
and passionate advocates for the Puerto 
Rican Diaspora, inspiring and guiding emerg-
ing leaders in New York City since the 1960’s. 
Believing that education and cultural pride 
were crucial to healing and lifting the commu-
nity out of poverty, she committed her life to 
the difficult and necessary awakening of public 
consciousness. She was a key figure in the 
fight to resolve the educational and social in-
justices plaguing the Puerto Rican community 
in New York. Her contributions were many and 
include the establishment of bilingual and cul-
turally relevant education in New York and 
across the U.S. 

Despite growing up impoverished, she was 
a determined student and grateful for the op-
portunity to pursue her education. She re-
ceived a teaching certificate from the Univer-
sity of Puerto Rico in 1942. 

In 1944, at the age of 22, she emigrated to 
New York City to further her education. She 
landed her first job as a wartime welder where 
she quickly helped form a union that nego-
tiated better work conditions for employees. 
The seeds of grass-roots activism, that she 
learned from her grandfather, a union orga-
nizer for a tobacco company, would become 
part of the basic tools for her future work. 

Antonia graduated from Hunter College 
(1952) with a bachelor’s degree in Sociology. 
She went on to earn a Master’s Degree from 
Columbia University School of Social Work 
(1954) and her Ph.D. from Union Graduate 
School in Cincinnati, Ohio (1973). 

Early organizing work led to the founding of 
the Hispanic American Youth Association 
(HAYA) in 1957 to address the unmet edu-
cation, healthcare, and employment needs of 
her community. Shortly thereafter, the organi-
zation was renamed the Puerto Rican Asso-
ciation of Community Affairs (PRACA) to ad-
dress the unique plight of the Puerto Rican Di-
aspora. 

In 1961, Dr. Antonia Pantoja and a group of 
Puerto Rican educators and professionals cre-
ated ASPIRA to address the exceedingly high 
drop-out rate and low educational attainment 
of Puerto Rican youth. Sparked by the high 
dropout rates and low educational attainment 
of Puerto Rican children, Dr. Pantoja worked 
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